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delivered by its author before a class of non-matriculants. The 
introductory lectures are devoted to a study of the nature of law, 
and the subsequent ones to the divisions and subdivisions into 
which law is usually divided. The author reveals a breadth of 
knowledge that forms a rich back-ground to the terse but clear 
statements which characterize each lecture. It is an excellent 
book on elementary law. 

The American Digest (Annual, 1894) September 1, 1893 to 
August 31, 1894. Prepared by the Editorial Staff of the National 
Reporter System. West Publishing Co., St. Paul. October, 
1894. 

This huge volume of 5431 pages, contains a digest of the 
decisions of the principal courts of this country, together with 
notes of English and Canadian cases. The decisions are arranged 
under topics and sub-topics, and by an elaborate system of gen- 
eral and specific cross references, one may turn in a moment to 
the particular paragraph of a decision, for which he is seeking. 
At the end of the volume is a valuable table of cases that have 
been overruled, criticised, followed and distinguished during the 
year. The task of preparing this work must be herculean, and 
the West Publishing Co. deserve the congratulations and thanks 
of the profession on the thoroughness with which it is performed, 
and the promptness with which it is issued. The volume is 
printed in clear type and bound substantially, and is capable of 
resisting the severe handling it is sure to receive. 

Principles of the Law of Real Property. By the late Joshua Wil- 
liams. The 17th Edition, Rearranged and Partly Re- written by 
his son, T. Cyprian Williams. With American Notes by Harry 
B. Hutchins, Professor of Law in Cornell University. Law 
sheep, lii. + 813 pages. Price, $4.00 net. Boston: The Boston 
Book Co., 1894. 

Very few books of an elementary character, treating a single 
subject of law, have stood so successfully the test of time as 
Joshua Williams' work on Real Property. The first edition 
appeared a half -century ago and was immediately recognized as a 
scholarly and masterly treatment of the subject. The author, by 
taking a mean course between elaborate detail and a bare state- 
ment of principle, produced a work that was readable and intelli- 
gible to students possessing no previous knowledge of law. His 
presentation of the logical and historical development of the law 
on this subject did much to free the mind of the erroneous, but 
quite prevalent opinion that the law of real property was simply a 
compilation of technical, arbitrary and unreasonable rules. This 
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new edition by the author's son embodies the substance of every- 
thing contained in the earlier editions, and in addition contains a 
brief and clear explanation of the modern changes in the English 
law of real property. Prof. Hutchins, in recognizing the value of 
this work to American law students, has added thereto full and 
complete American notes, in which he points out whatever of the 
English text is not of practical importance in the United States, 
and the statutory changes peculiar to this country, together with 
the radical changes in the common law. The book is well bound 
and clearly printed, and will prove valuable not only to law 
students but also to general readers desiring a knowledge of the 
laws of real property. 

A Treatise on General Practice. Containing Rules and Sugges- 
tions for the Work of the Advocate in the Preparation for Trial, 
Conduct of the Trial, and Preparation for Appeal. By Byron K. 
Elliott and William F. Elliott. Two volumes, 8vo. bound in 
sheep. Price $12.00 net. The Bowen-Merrill Co., Indianapolis 
and Kansas City, 1894. 

These two volumes, which are an enlargement of a former 
book of these authors, covers the entire work of the advocate in 
the preparation and trial of the cause. They begin with the first 
step in gathering the facts, and follow the proceedings through 
the preparation for trial, the conduct of the trial and the prepa- 
ration for appeal. The authors, the elder of whom is a man of 
wide learning and general culture, and who was for many years 
the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Indiana, have brought 
to their work the ripe judgment that comes from years of expe- 
rience at the bar and the bench. The first volume is devoted to 
the advocate's work out of court preparing for trial, and the wis- 
dom, experience and keen observation of the authors appear in the 
valuable suggestions contained in the opening chapters entitled, 
Learning and Preparing the Facts; Ascertaining and Preparing 
the Law of the Case; and The Theory of the Case. The second 
volume treats of the advocate's work in court during the trial, and 
contains among its many excellent chapters three that are espe- 
cially valuable for their cogent advice: The Address to the Jury, 
Arguments of Questions of Law, and Fallacies and Artificies. 
The work is written ostensibly for young and inexperienced advo- 
cates, but the two volumes are so replete with valuable advice and 
practical suggestions, and are written in such a bright, animated 
vein, with apt illustrations and amusing anecdotes, that they 
will prove fascinating to the old retired practitioner who has 
fought his legal battles, as well as instructive and helpful to the 



